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now ventured to crowd, looking up at the lights and wondering
what they portended. Presently rockets shot into the sky, there
was a display of fireworks, and the royal orchestras, in pavilions
high on the walls, played loudly gay airs from the national operas.
This free entertainment continued all night and reassured the
people. The operatic passages chosen were interpreted as meaning
that the time of trouble was over. As dawn was breaking, the
crowds dispersed to their houses, certain they could now rest in
peace and safety.

In the course of the day it was officially proclaimed that the
coronation would take place when the monsoon was over. Flags
were hoisted on the palace roof, when a tall elephant emerged
from the south gate. On a golden tray inside the howdah was
placed the royal proclamation. In front of the howdah sat the
Chief Justice, in a silvery coat spangled with gold. The driver was
in red damask and his driving-prong was of gold. Thirty-two war-
elephants in silk caparisons lumbered behind, great bells jangling
at their necks and standards flying from their saddles. They were
led by a drum-major. Six hundred cavalry of the Guard went
prancing with them. Massed bands completed the cortege. Every
now and then a halt was made. From a platform the Chief Justice
read out the proclamation.
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